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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to applicant's RCE amendment filed on 07 November 2005. 
Claims 24-45 are now pending in the present application. This office action is made 
Non-Final 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth 
in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 07 November 2005 has been 
entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 24-34, 36-41, and 43-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Tognazzini (EP 0810803 A2). 

Regarding claim 24 5 Tognazzini discloses a cellular system (1000) which reads on 
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the claimed "telecommunications system" (see col. 1 1, lines 16-24; Figs. 10 and 11) 
comprising 

a cellular telephone network (1000) which reads on the claimed "telecommunication 
network", a originating station (1010; calling station) which reads on the claimed "first 
station" and a plurality of recipient station (1020, 1030, 1040; called station) which reads on 
the claimed "second stations" (see col. 3, lines 6-9; col. 1 1, lines 16-24; Figs. 10 and 12), 

the first station (1010) being arranged to query which reads on the claimed "request" a 
connection with at least one of said plurality of second stations (1020, 1030, 1040) (see col. 
3, lines 6-13; col. 11, lines 16-24; Figs. 10 and 12), 

said connection request comprising a location criteria to be satisfied by at least one 
second station (1020) (see col. 3, lines 43-52; Fig. 5), 

wherein the telecommunication network (1000) is provided with at least one store (e.g., 
database) for storing location information for at least some of said second stations (see col. 3, 
lines 36-42; col. 3, line 50 - col. 4, line 8; Fig. 10), where the cellular network (1000) keeps 
track of mobile stations within communication range and 

selection means which selects at least one of the second stations (1020) for connection in 
dependence on the location information stored in the store (see col. 13, lines 12-42; Fig. 10). 

Regarding claim 25, Tognazzini discloses a system as claimed in claim 24, wherein 
at least one store (e.g., database, memory medium) is provided for storing location 
information for at least some of said second stations (1020) and/or said first station (1010) 
(see col. 4, lines 18-28; Fig. 10). 



Application/Control Number: 09/893,792 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2617 

Regarding claim 26, Tognazzini discloses a system as claimed in claim 24, wherein 
at least one processor (e.g., 100, CPU) is provided for providing location information for at 
least some of said second stations (1020) and/or said first station (1010) (see col. 6, line 35- 
38; col. 7, lines 14-17; Figs. 1 and 10). 

Regarding claim 27, Tognazzini discloses a system as claimed in claim 24, wherein 
the first station (1010) is arranged to attempt to initiate a connection with any second station 
(1020) satisfying the location criteria (see col 11, lines 16-56; col. 3, lines 44-52). 

Regarding claim 28, Tognazzini discloses a system as claimed in claim 24, wherein 
the first station is arranged to initiate a connection with a second station satisfying the 
location criteria and falling in a predetermined group of second stations (see col. 11, lines 16- 
56; col. 3, lines 44-52; col. 13, lines 12-22; Fig. 15). 

Regarding claim 29, Tognazzini discloses a system as claimed in claim 28, wherein a 
predefined location criteria is associated with the predetermined group (see col. 13, lines 12- 
22; Fig. 15). 

Regarding claim 30, Tognazzini discloses a system as claimed in claim 28, wherein 
the predetermined group has a predetermined identifier associated therewith (see col. 13, 
lines 12-22; col. 13,line 50 - col. 4, line 4; col. 16, lines 30-35; Fig. 15). 

Regarding claim 31, Tognazzini discloses a system as claimed in claim 28, wherein 
the predetermined group is defined by the user of the first station (see col. 7, lines 29-57). 

Regarding claim 32, Tognazzini discloses a system as claimed in claim 24, wherein 
means (e.g., GPS) are provided for determining which stations satisfy the location criteria 
(see col. 13, lines 4-7). 
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Regarding claim 33, Tognazzini discloses a system as claimed in claim 32, wherein 
information as to which second stations satisfy the location criteria is sent to the first station 
(see col. 13, lines 13-22). 

Regarding claim 34, Tognazzini discloses a system as claimed in claim 33, wherein 
the first station comprises means for selecting said at least one of said second stations based 
on said information (see col. 13, lines 34-42). 

Regarding claim 36, Tognazzini discloses a system as claimed in claim 32, wherein 
the determining means is arranged to attempt connections to second stations satisfying the 
location criteria randomly (see col. 13, lines 12-38). 

Regarding claim 37, Tognazzini discloses a system as claimed in claim 24, wherein 
at least one of said second stations is arranged to be able to prevent a connection with the 
first station if the first station has made a connection request based on the location of the at 
least one second station (see col. 13, line 50 - col. 14, line 8). 

Regarding claim 38, Tognazzini discloses a system as claimed in claim 24, wherein 
at least one of said stations is arranged to permit a connection only with predefined first 
stations if the first station has made a connection request based on the location of said at least 
one station (see col. 13, lines 4-49). 

Regarding claim 39, Tognazzini discloses a system as claimed in claim 24, the 
arrangement being such that a second station satisfying the location criteria is receives a 
message indicating that a first station wishes to make contact therewith (see col. 10, lines 23- 
24; col. 13, lines 51-57). 



Application/Control Number: 09/893,792 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2617 

Regarding claim 40, Tognazzini discloses a system as claimed in claim 39, wherein 
the second station receiving said message is arranged to indicate if the call is to be accepted 
(see col. 13, line 57 - col. 14, line 8). 

Regarding claim 41, Tognazzini discloses a system as claimed in claim 24, wherein 
said connection request also comprises information identifying at least one second station 
(see col. 3, lines 50-52; col. 10, lines 47-51) and 

a call is made between said first and the identified at least one second station only if the 
location criteria is satisfied (see col. 3, line 53 - col. 4, line 8). 

Regarding claim 43, Tognazzini discloses a system as claimed in claim 24, wherein 
the first station and/or at least one of said second stations is a cellular station (750) which 
reads on the claimed "mobile terminal" (see col. 8, lines 2-3; col. 9, lines 50-51). 

Regarding claim 44, Tognazzini discloses a system as claimed in claim 24, wherein 
said first station and/or at least one of said second stations is a fixed terminal (see col. 9, lines 
50-51). 

Regarding claim 45, Tognazzini discloses a method for use in a cellular system 
(1000) which reads on the claimed "telecommunications system" comprising a 
telecommunication network, a originating station (1010; calling station) which reads on the 
claimed "first station" and a plurality of recipient station (1020, 1030, 1040; called station) 
which reads on the claimed "second stations" (see col. 3, lines 6-9; col. 11, lines 16-24; Figs. 
10-12), the method comprising the steps of: 

defining at the first station (1010) a location criteria to be satisfied by at least one second 
station (1020) (see col. 3, lines 36-42); 
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requesting (e.g., query) a connection with at least one second station satisfying said 
criteria (see col. 3, lines 6-13; col. 1 1, lines 16-24; Figs. 10 and 12), where the calling station 
sends query to connect with a called station; 

determining at the telecommunication network which of said second stations satisfy said 
criteria (see col. 3, lines 36-42; col. 3, line 50 - col. 4, line 8; Fig. 10); 

establishing a connection between said first station and said at least one second station 
satisfying said location criteria (see col. 13, lines 13-42; Fig. 10-1 1); 

wherein the telecommunications network selects at least one of said second stations 
satisfying said criteria in dependence on stored location information (see col. 3, lines 50-52; 
col. 11, lines 16-56; col. 13, lines 12-42; Fig. 10). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 35 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tognazzini (EP 

0810803 A2) in view of Nojima (US 5,933,080). 

Regarding claim 35, Tognazzini as applied to 32 discloses having a communication 
system (see col. 11, lines 16-24), where communication is provided between a calling station 
and a called station. Tognazzini does not specifically disclose having the feature wherein the 
determining means is arranged to define an order in which connections to second stations 
satisfying the location criteria are to be attempted. However, the examiner maintains that the 
feature wherein the determining means is arranged to define an order in which connections to 
second stations satisfying the location criteria are to be attempted was well known in the art, 
as taught by Nojima. 

In the same field of endeavor, Nojima discloses the feature wherein the determining 
means is arranged to define an order in which connections to second stations satisfying the 
location criteria are to be attempted (see col. 3, lines 37-42; col. 4, lines 15-31; Fig. 2). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Tognazzini and Nojima to have the 
feature wherein the determining means is arranged to define an order in which connections to 
second stations satisfying the location criteria are to be attempted, in order to provide an 
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emergency calling system which can make an appropriate emergency call, as taught by 
Nojima (see col. 1, lines 57-59). 

Claim 42 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tognazzini (EP 
0810803 A2) in view of Tayloe (US 5,809,418). 

Regarding claim 42, Tognazzini as applied to 41 discloses having a communication 
system (see col. 11, lines 16-24; col. 14, line 28 - col. 15, line 2), where communication is 
provided between a calling station and a called station in which a call is initiated but the 
called station does not respond. Tognazzini does not specifically disclose having the feature 
wherein if the second station does not satisfy the location criteria at the time the connection 
request is made, the system is arranged to make the call at a subsequent time when the 
second station satisfies the location criteria. However, the examiner maintains that the 
feature wherein if the second station does not satisfy the location criteria at the time the 
connection request is made, the system is arranged to make the call at a subsequent time 
when the second station satisfies the location criteria was well known in the art, as taught by 
Nojima. 

In the same field of endeavor, Nojima discloses the feature wherein if the second 
station does not satisfy the location criteria at the time the connection request is made, the 
system is arranged to make the call at a subsequent time when the second station satisfies the 
location criteria (see col. 2, lines 41-51; Figs. 3-7). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Tognazzini and Nojima to have the 
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feature wherein if the second station does not satisfy the location criteria at the time the 
connection request is made, the system is arranged to make the call at a subsequent time 
when the second station satisfies the location criteria, in order to provide a high likelihood of 
establishing a call, as taught by (see col. 2, lines 42-43). 
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Response to Arguments 



5. 



Applicants arguments with respect to claims 24-45 have been considered but are 



moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 



6. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Willie J. Daniel, Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7907. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha D. Banks-Harold can be reached on (571) 272-7905. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 
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